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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on July 16, 2013, at 10 a.m., to hold a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘A Hearing on S. 980, 
The Embassy Security and Personnel 
Protection Act of 2013.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet, during the 
session of the Senate, in order to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Pooled Retire-
ment Plans: Closing the Retirement 
Plan Coverage Gap for Small Busi-
nesses’’ on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on July 16, 
2013, at 3:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL AND 
CONTRACTING OVERSIGHT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Government 
Affairs’ Subcommittee on Financial 
and Contracting Oversight be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Imple-
mentation of Wartime Contracting Re-
forms.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Water and Power of the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 
p.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MAJORITY PARTY APPOINTMENTS 
FOR THE 113TH CONGRESS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 196, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 196) to constitute the 
majority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Thirteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 196) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
17, 2013 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 17, 2013; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; that the ma-
jority leader be recognized; and that 
following the remarks of the two lead-
ers, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to consider Calendar No. 178, 
the Hochberg nomination, and the time 
until 10 a.m. be equally divided and 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. BROWN. Tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
there will be a rollcall vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the Hochberg 
nomination. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order following the remarks of 
Senator THUNE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, last 
week a letter was sent to majority 
leader HARRY REID and minority leader 
NANCY PELOSI of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I wish to read a few 
quotes from that letter. It says: 

When you and the President sought our 
support for the Affordable Care Act, you 

pledged that if we liked the health plans we 
have now, we could keep them. Sadly, that 
promise is under threat. Right now, unless 
you— 

Directed at the majority leader and 
the minority leader in the House— 
and the Obama Administration enact an eq-
uitable fix, the ACA— 

Or the Affordable Care Act, which 
some people refer to as ‘‘ObamaCare’’— 
will shatter not only our hard-earned health 
benefits, but destroy the foundation of the 40 
hour work week that is the backbone of the 
American middle class. 

The letter goes on to say: 
Since the Affordable Care Act was enacted, 

we have been bringing our deep concerns to 
the Administration, seeking reasonable reg-
ulatory interpretations to the statute that 
would help prevent the destruction of non- 
profit health plans. As you both know first- 
hand, our persuasive arguments have been 
disregarded and met with a stone wall by the 
White House and by the pertinent agencies. 

This is a letter that was, as I said, 
sent last week to the leaders in the 
House and in the Senate. I wish to 
quote a few more passages from that 
letter. 

We have a problem; you need to fix it. The 
unintended consequences of the Affordable 
Care Act are severe. Perverse incentives are 
already creating nightmare scenarios. 

First, the law creates an incentive for em-
ployers to keep employees’ work hours below 
30 hours a week. Numerous employers have 
begun to cut workers’ hours to avoid this ob-
ligation, and many of them are doing so 
openly. The impact is twofold: fewer hours 
means less pay while also losing our current 
health benefits. 

The summary of the letter at the end 
says: 

On behalf of the millions of working men 
and women we represent and the families 
they support, we can no longer stand silent 
in the face of elements of the Affordable 
Care Act that will destroy the very health 
and wellbeing of our members along with 
millions of other hardworking Americans. 

So when we look at this letter and 
the tone of the letter and some of the 
statements made in the letter, we see 
that it talks about destroying the 
health benefits of employees. It talks 
about nightmare scenarios being cre-
ated by perverse incentives in the Af-
fordable Care Act. As I said before, it 
says the Affordable Care Act will shat-
ter not only our hard-earned health 
benefits but destroy the foundation of 
the 40-hour workweek that is the back-
bone of the American middle class. 

If my colleagues are wondering who 
sent the letter—one might think it 
came from the National Federation of 
Independent Business or perhaps the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
the chamber of commerce, or some 
business group that obviously has 
major concerns and issues with the im-
plementation of ObamaCare. But that 
letter came from Mr. James Hoffa, who 
is the general president of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters; it 
was cosigned by Joseph Hansen, the 
international president of the UFCW, 
and by D. Taylor, the president of 
UNITE–HERE—three major union or-
ganizations that are very concerned 
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